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BUSINESS, All 


COCA-COLA SAYS IT WILL CUT 
UP T0350 MANAGERIAL JOBS 


Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle said he would not support Delta’s $50 million tax exemption for jet fuel unless the 
Atlanta-based airline reverses its decision to end discounted rates for NRA members. PHOTO BY JASON GETZ 


GOP blocks Delta 
tax break over NRA 


Lawmakers tie airline’s 
$50M exemption to 
discounts for gun lobby. 


By Greg Bluestein 
gbluestein@ajc.com 


The Georgia Senate vowed 
to block a lucrative tax break 
bill Monday that would bene- 
fit Delta Air Lines days after the 
air carrier severed ties with the 
National Rifle Association, set- 
ting up a showdown between 
state Republicans and the state’s 
largest employer. 

The measure was effectively 
grounded for now after Lt. Gov. 
Casey Cagle said he wouldn’t sup- 
port the $50 million tax exemp- 
tion for jet fuel unless the Atlan- 
ta-based airline reverses its deci- 
sion to end discounted rates for 
NRA members. He joined a chorus 


TRUMP PRESIDENCY 


PRO AND CON 


“I’m tired of conservatives being kicked around on our 
values. It’s time we stand up and fight and show corporations 
that conservative values are important, not just to Georgia 
but to the entire nation. We can fight for jobs, but we can also 
fight for values’ — Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle 


E “Republican leaders said Delta tax cuts created jobs that 
were good for business. But Republican fear of the NRA is 
evidently more important than the Georgia business climate, 
jobs or the well-being of Georgia citizens.” — State Senate 
Minority Leader Steve Henson, D-Tucker 


of conservatives who opposed the 
measure after Delta announced 
its decision Saturday. 

Delta officials tried to stem the 
GOP revolt in a statement that cir- 
culated around the statehouse on 
Monday saying the company is a 
supporter of the Second Amend- 
ment with a “neutral” stance on 


a gun debate that sharpened this 
month after the mass shooting at 
a Florida high school. 


Delta continued on A7 
ALSO INSIDE 


» Senate OKs cash bail proposal 
and other legislative news, A7 


Trump says he’s willing to take on NRA 


But he doubts group 
will resist his response 
to high school massacre. 


By Toluse Olorunnipa 
and Jennifer Jacobs 
Bloomberg News 


WASHINGTON — President Don- 
ald Trump said Monday that he’s 
willing to take on the National Rifle 
Association though he doubts they 
will resist his response to the high 
school massacre that killed 17 peo- 
ple in Parkland, Florida, earlier 
this month. 

Trump, in a freewheeling discus- 
sion with governors at the White 
House that lasted more than an 
hour, also said he would have run 
into the school unarmed to try to 
confront the attacker, contrast- 
ing his hypothetical response with 
sheriff’s deputies who didn’t enter 
the building during the rampage. 

The president’s evolving 
responses to the mass shooting 
have been largely consistent with 
the outlook of the NRA, particularly 


Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (center) soeaks Monday at the White House 


during a meeting of the nation’s governors with President Donald 
Trump. Hawaii Gov. David Ige is at left. The National Governors 
Association is holding its winter meetings in Washington. GETTY IMAGES 


an emphasis Trump has put on arm- 
ing school teachers. The organiza- 
tion has been a strong political ally 
of the president, spending $31 mil- 
lion in the 2016 election either to 
support Trump or attack his oppo- 


nent, Democrat Hillary Clinton. 
“Don’t worry about the NRA, 

they’re on our side,” Trump said 

during the meeting with state gov- 


Governors continued on A6 


IMMIGRATION 


SPORTS, Cl 


IS RONALD ACUNA 
THE REAL DEAL? 


High court refuses 
request on DACA 


Fate of program must 
pass through lower 
appeals court first. 


By Jessica Gresko 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The Supreme 
Court on Monday rejected the 
Trump administration’s highly 
unusual bid to bypass a federal 
appeals court and get the justices 
to intervene in the fate of a pro- 
gram that protects hundreds of 
thousands of young immigrants 
from deportation. 

The announcement means the 
case affecting “Dreamers” will 
have to work its way through the 
lower courts before any Supreme 
Court ruling is possible. The case 
could also become moot if Con- 
gress takes action in the mean- 
time. Right now, however, efforts 
to address the issue in Congress 
have hit a stalemate. 

The Supreme Court’s decision 
for now to stay out of the case on 
the Obama-era Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals program, 
or DACA, wasn’t surprising. It’s 
highly unusual for the Supreme 
Court to hear a case before a lower 
appeals court has considered it. 

But DACA supporters hailed the 
decision as a significant — if only 
temporary — win. Trump said the 
case would now be heard by an 
appeals court and “we’ll see what 


THE STORY SOFAR 

E Previously: Federal 
judges have issued 
nationwide injunctions 
against ending DACA, the 
program that protects from 
deportation undocumented 
immigrants brought here as 
children. 

E The latest: The Supreme 
Court on Monday refused 

a Trump administration 
request to review those 
lower court decisions, 
effectively blocking the 
administration from ending 
the program on March 5, as 
planned. 

E What’s next: The 
litigation will take its usual 
course, and the issue 
probably won’t return to 
the Supreme Court before 
its next term. The White 
House and Congress can 
continue to seek a political 
resolution. 


happens from there.” 
“You know, we tried to get it 
moved quickly because we'd like 


DACA continued on A2 
ALSO INSIDE 


» Trump will visit border wall 
prototypes in California, A4 
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People protesting the Trump administration’s plans to cancel 


AN 


the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals march in New York in 
August. The program shields some 700,000 young, undocumented 
immigrants from deportation. HIROKO MASUIKE / THE NEW YORK TIMES 


FULTON COUNTY PROPERTY TAXES 


Fulton tax plans keep 
bills artificially low 


Efforts made to ease 
sticker shock as county 
corrects assessments. 


By Arielle Kass 
akass@ajc.com 


Fixing Fulton County’s broken 
property assessment system is 
one thing. Solving for what resi- 
dents really care about — higher 
tax bills — is another. 

Fulton County officials acknowl- 
edge that the county’s property 
tax system is broken, after asses- 
sors for years failed to keep up 
with rising values as the housing 
market improved. 

The county is hiring more asses- 
sors and spending more money 
to try to ensure that assessments 
in 2018 and beyond are accurate. 

The problem for many is that 
accurate assessments will likely 
mean higher property values — 
and bigger bills. 

In 2017, the first set of Fulton 


County property assessments 
that were sent to residents indi- 
cated most homes were greatly 
undervalued. Half of the coun- 
ty’s residential parcels saw val- 
ues that jumped by 20 percent 
or more, causing an outcry from 
residents. 

County leaders acted quickly 
to quell the uproar, freezing 2017 
values at 2016 levels. But the 2016 
values were also problematic, 
and were artificially low. After 
the state Department of Reve- 
nue rejected Fulton County’s tax 
digest, county leaders got permis- 
sion from a judge to bill residents 
at the adjusted level. The digest 
still has not been approved, and 
the county has petitioned the 
court to keep those lower values. 
A court date has not been set. 

Now, while Fulton is working to 
get its assessment process right, 
state leaders are working to solve 
the problem of sticker shock. 


Taxes continued on A7 


LIVING, D1 
Designer Laarman puts 
‘edge’ in ‘cutting edge’ 


The 38-year-old Dutch artist, 
whose work is on view at the High 
Museum, uses Al to build things 
like bioluminescent desk lamps. 


METRO, B1 


Package of ACT tests 
from Marietta missing 


FedEx says a box containing 
220 tests taken at Lassiter High 
School never showed up; the 
students retook them for free. 


SPORTS, Cl 
College basketball has 
major case of the blues 


Mark Bradley: It was a hoops 
weekend like no other, as an FBI 
investigation shadowed the 
normal news of game results. 
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